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AR’s 
O
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DESCRIPTION:
Clim

ate
change

is
the

num
ber

1
challenge

of
our

generation,
threatening

globaljustice
and

hum
an

rights
in

unprecedented
w

ays.Is
the

ultim
ate

threat
to

hum
an

rights
enjoym

ent,forboth
currentand

future
generations.Itis

now
beyond

dispute
that

clim
ate

change
caused

by
hum

an
activity

has
negative

im
pacts

on
hum

an
rights,

like
for

exam
ple:

the
rights

to
life,

health,
developm

ent,food,w
ater,and

housing,to
nam

e
buta

few
.

à
ThisClim

ate Justice online w
orkshop has a tw

ofold purpose: 
1.

Firstly, to introduce participants to Clim
ate Justice by looking at w

hy
Clim

ate Justice is im
portant for H

um
an Rights;and

2.
Secondly, to identify the definitional challenges ofthe crim

e of Ecocide.

In this session:
a)

W
e w

ill look at clim
ate change from

 a hum
an rights standpoint, to 

identify the core features of clim
ate justice that distinguishes it from

 
other m

oral and legal concepts. 
b)

W
e w

ill exam
ine the links of hum

an rights w
ith clim

ate justice, and w
e 

w
ill pose

questions of scope, like: to w
ho, w

hatand how
do principles of 

clim
ate justice apply? 

c)
W

e w
ill focus on the green crim

e of Ecocide.
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"Follow
 the leaders," 

Berlin, Germ
any, April 2011. (Isaac Cordal/Facebook)





Scope of 
C

lim
ate Justice

International
N
ational

Inter-
generational



G
lobal w

arm
ing is an issue of 

hum
an rights and 

environm
ental justice.

The concept of clim
ate 

justice w
as developed w

ithin 
social m

ovem
ents as a 

further developm
ent of the 

concept ofenvironm
ental 

justice, to address the global 
problem

 of clim
ate change

C
lim

ate justice begins w
ith 

recognizing key groups are 
differently affected by clim

ate 
change.

C
lim

ate im
pacts w

orst 
effects, w

ill be felt by the 
m

ost vulnerable (& least 
responsible for this crisis).

(a) no com
m

unity takes on 
an unfair share of 

environm
ental burdens and 

(b) environm
ental benefits 

are shared in an equitable 
w

ay regardless of race, 
class, gender, or orientation.

Inter-generational justice, 
equity, and the rights of 

future generations.
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W
H

AT
 IS

 C
LIM

AT
E

 JU
S

T
IC

E
?
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Political econom
y critique:

w
ho is responsible for 

clim
ate crisis? H

ow
 does 

capitalism
 create the clim

ate 
crisis?

D
eep just transition:

system
 change through 

system
ic alternatives

Vulnerability principle:
R

ecognise
race, gender and 

class im
pacts of clim

ate 
shocks –

new
 inequalities 

+ IN
TER

SEC
TIO

N
A

LITY
–

(justice 1)

D
eep ecology:

H
um

an and non-hum
an life 

are part of nature –
planetary eco-system

 –
(justice 2)

H
um

an R
ights:

Present and future 
generations –

inter-
generational Justice 3.

C
lim

ate m
ovem

ent:
B

uilding a pow
erful and 

independent grassroots 
m

ovem
ent –

an alliance of 
forces for deep 
transform

ation 



D
IM

E
N

S
IO

N
S

 O
F C

LIM
AT

E
 JU

S
T

IC
E

A
 n

u
m

b
e
r o

f d
istin

ct d
im

e
n
sio

n
s o

f ju
stice

 h
a
ve

 b
e
e
n
 ra

ise
d
 b

y clim
a
te

 
ch

a
n
g
e
 a

n
d
 p

o
licy re

sp
o
n
se

s to
 it:

(1) U
n
e
q
u
a
l re

sp
o
n
sib

ilitie
s: 

w
ho bears greater responsibility for the em

issions of greenhouse gases?

(2) U
n
e
q
u
a
l im

p
a
cts o

f clim
a
te

 ch
a
n
g
e
: 

w
ho is m

ore adversely affected by the extrem
e w

eather events that w
ill 

increase in frequency and intensity?

(3) U
n
e
q
u
a
l im

p
a
cts o

f p
o
licy re

sp
o
n
se

s: 
w

ho benefits and w
ho bears the costs and burdens of m

itigation and 
adaptation policy?

(4) P
ro

ce
d
u
ra

l ju
stice

: 
w

ho has the pow
er to m

ake and affect policy responses to clim
ate change?



9



T
h
e
re

 a
re

 th
re

e
 m

e
ch

a
n
ism

s b
y 

w
h
ich

 a
 co

u
n
try ca

n
 re

co
g
n
ize

 its 
citize

n
s’ rig

h
t to

 a
 cle

a
n
 

e
n
viro

n
m

e
n
t:

1
.

C
o
n
stitu

tio
n
a
l g

u
a
ra

n
te

e
s; 

2
.

N
a
tio

n
a
l le

g
isla

tio
n
; a

n
d
 

3
.

A
d
h
e
re

n
ce

 to
 in

te
rn

a
tio

n
a
l 

co
n
ve

n
tio

n
s.

T
h
is m

a
p
 sh

o
w

s h
o
w

 m
a
n
y o

f 
th

e
se

 m
e
ch

a
n
ism

s a
re

 a
va

ila
b
le

 
in

 e
a
ch

 co
u
n
try. C

o
u
n
trie

s w
ith

 
n
o
n
e
 a

re
 sh

o
w

n
 in

 w
h
ite

 a
n
d
 

in
clu

d
e
 so

m
e
 o

f th
e
 la

rg
e
st 

d
e
m

o
cra

cie
s. B

u
t a

 to
ta

l o
f 11

2
 

co
u
n
trie

s re
co

g
n
ize

 
e
n
viro

n
m

e
n
ta

l rig
h
ts in

 th
e
ir 

co
n
stitu

tio
n
s—

th
e
 stro

n
g
e
st 

g
u
a
ra

n
te

e
.
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A
N

TH
R

O
PO

C
EN

TR
ISM

 
E

tym
o
lo

g
y: 

A
n
th

ro
p
o

+
 C

e
n
trism

A
n
th

ro
p
o
ce

n
trism

fro
m

 A
n
cie

n
t G

re
e
k: 

ἄ
νθρ

ω
π

ο
ς, án

th
rō

p
o

s
=

 "h
u

m
an

 b
ein

g
"

a
n
d
: κέντρ

ο
ν, kén

tro
n

, "cen
ter"):

is the belief that hum
ans

are the central &
 m

ost im
portant entity in the universe.
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T
H

E
 A

N
T

H
R

O
P

O
C

E
N

T
R

IC

P
E

R
C

E
P

TIO
N

 IS
 W

ID
E

S
P

R
E

A
D

 &
 IS

 

C
O

N
S

ID
E

R
E

D
 TO

 B
E

R
E

S
P

O
N

S
IB

LE
 FO

R

Ø
S

E
V

E
R

E
 E

N
V

IR
O

N
M

E
N

TA
L C

R
IS

IS
 

R
A

N
G

IN
G

 FR
O

M
 

Ø
G

LO
B

A
L W

A
R

M
IN

G
, 

Ø
O

Z
O

N
E

 D
E

P
LE

TIO
N

 &

Ø
W

A
TE

R
 S

C
A

R
C

ITY 

Ø
TO

 TH
E

 LO
S

S
 O

F B
IO

LO
G

IC
A

L 

D
IV

E
R

S
ITY. 
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G
E
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C
E

N
T

R
A

L Q
U

E
S

T
IO

N
S
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W
hat gendered stereotypes m

ight influence 
clim

ate justice policy-m
aking?

Is the clim
ate em

ergency a good tim
e to address 

gender inequality?

W
hy does gender sensitivity m

atter w
hen it 

com
es to clim

ate justice and policy-m
aking? 

H
ow

 can w
e im

prove clim
ate justice policy m

aking 
by acknow

ledging gender? 



C
LIM

AT
E

 JU
S

T
IC

E
: 

S
T

R
AT

E
G

IC
 LIT

IG
AT

IO
N
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•
S

tra
te

g
ic litig

a
tio

n
 is th

e
 id

e
n
tifica

tio
n
 a

n
d
 

p
u
rsu

it o
f le

g
a
l ca

se
s a

s p
a
rt o

f a
 stra

te
g
y 

to
 p

ro
m

o
te

 h
u
m

a
n
 rig

h
ts. 

•
It fo

cu
se

s o
n
 a

n
 in

d
ivid

u
a
l ca

se
 in

 o
rd

e
r to

 
b
rin

g
 a

b
o
u
t b

ro
a
d
e
r so

cia
l ch

a
n
g
e
. 

•
T

h
e
se

 ca
se

s se
t im

p
o
rta

n
t le

g
a
l p

re
ce

d
e
n
ts 

b
y p

u
b
licly e

xp
o
sin

g
 in

ju
stice

s, ra
isin

g
 

a
w

a
re

n
e
ss a

n
d
 b

rin
g
in

g
 a

b
o
u
t ch

a
n
g
e
s in

 
le

g
isla

tio
n
, p

o
licy a

n
d
 p

ra
ctice

. 

•
S

tra
te

g
ic litig

a
tio

n
 ca

n
 h

a
ve

 a
 la

stin
g
 im

p
a
ct 

o
n
 a

 la
rg

e
 n

u
m

b
e
r o

f
p
e
o
p
le

 a
t th

e
 n

a
tio

n
a
l, 

re
g
io

n
a
l o

r in
te

rn
a
tio

n
a
l le

ve
l.
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C
lim

ate
change

litigation
aim

ed
at: 

N
o

t o
n

ly
a

n
d

 n
o

t
so

 m
u

ch
to

 g
e

t
d

a
m

a
g

e
s

a
risin

g
o

u
t o

f 
clim

ate
ch

a
n

g
e, b

u
t

m
u

ch
m

o
re

:

•
to

 g
e

t
n

e
g

o
tiate

d
re

g
u

lato
ry

p
o

lic
ie

s
•

to
 in

tro
d

u
c

e
 fin

a
n

c
ia

lleve
r

to
 p

ro
m

o
te

su
p

p
o

rt
fo

r 
g

o
ve

rn
m

e
n

ta
lp

o
lic

ie
s

•
to

 p
ro

vid
e

 a
 m

e
ch

a
n

ism
 fo

r ra
isin

g
 aw

a
re

n
e

ss, in
 a

 
re

g
u

lato
ry e

n
viro

n
m

e
n

t in
 w

h
ich

 p
o

lic
ie

s h
ave

 n
o

t 
c

a
u

g
h

t u
p

 w
ith

 th
e

 p
ro

b
le

m
 (ye

t)
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clim
ate change strategic litigation needs to be 

considered as a reaction—
from

 different 
parts—

to the governm
ent’s absence from

 the 
scene 

the use of litigation to address the 
consequences of clim

ate change m
ight be 

view
ed as a part of the regulation through 

litigation m
ovem

ent
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T
IC

E
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R
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E
N
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R
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E

S
&
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C

O
C
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E
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The future of clim
ate justice depends on the inclusion 

of hum
an rights, green crim

es, anim
al rights and 

rights of nature on the table of negotiations. 

This w
ill require a shift from

 the outdated 
anthropocentric function of law

 and a positive m
ove 

tow
ards an ecocentric understanding of clim

ate 
justice. 



To gain a better understanding of w
hat 

a green crim
e is, consider the case of 

ecocide, w
hich has inspired a 

m
ovem

ent of citizens and international 
law

yers w
anting to m

ake 'harm
ing the 

environm
ent' a crim

e. 

A legally enforceable green crim
e of 

ecocide w
hich w

ill crim
inalize the 

destruction of our w
orld's ecosystem

s, 
is a m

uch-needed addition to our 
international crim

inal justice system
. 

The case of ecocide
is a representative 

exam
ple of a unique green 

crim
inological term

, describing m
ass-

scale environm
ental harm

s, w
hich are 

still w
aiting to be recognized, 

legitim
ized, and punished by law. 







ECO
 –

CID
E

ECO
=

isa derivation of the Greek 
oikos (ΟΙΚΟΣ), m

eaning hom
e and 

com
m

unity —
w

here w
e live.

CIDE
= The form

 –cide
ultim

ately 
com

es from
 Latin caedere, m

eaning 
“to kill, to strike dow

n.”

The term
 refers to the destruction of 

large areas of the natural 
environm

ent as a consequence of
hum

an activity.







































































The clim
ate crisis, is a clim

ate 
em

ergency, and just like a pandem
ic, 

requires decisive action and doing 
things m

uch differently!
64



Thank you! 
J

Contact m
e à

Em
ail: 

zoi.aliozi@
gchum

anrights.org

w
w

w.gchum
anrights.org


